Summer 2020

Summer is usually a busy and bustling time at
the Southern Pines Public Library, but this year
will look a little different. The Library’s building
closed on March 16th as a safety measure
prompted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Since
then, staff have worked to continue providing
electronic resources, virtual programs, and
support for patrons. Through the summer, virtual and passive programs will be
available for all ages. Readers of all ages are encouraged to sign up for the Beanstack
app to log minutes and earn prizes.
The Summer Slide refers to a decline in reading and literacy
skills that happens during the months when school is not in
session. This year, it is more important than ever to offset this
learning loss. Reading twenty minutes a day, whether
individually or as a family, will help children of all ages retain
these important skills. Adults can set a great example for
children in their lives and in the community by modeling good
reading habits.
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SPPL Staff members have been creating content for virtual storytime
since the Library’s building closed in March. These programs provide
caregivers with valuable tips for fostering early literacy skills and
provide a connection to the familiar faces the children know and love.

Little Clips for Little Readers
Posted weekly, Little Clips for Little Readers include tips for caregivers and fun ideas
to keep little ones engaged. Upcoming clips will include a tour of the newly
refurnished children’s area, a fairytale scavenger hunt, and more. Follow our new
Facebook page, SPPL Early Childhood, for more information. Clips are also posted
to YouTube.

Virtual Storytimes
July 8th– Fire Department

July 15th– Buildings and Grounds

August 5th– Utilities

August 19th– K-9 Unit and Police Tour

Kids grades K-5 are invited to pick up a STEAM Grab-andGo Bag at the Library starting on July 1 st. These bags will
feature all the materials and instructions for activities based on
science, technology, engineering, art, and math. Limited
availability: call the library to reserve your bag.
Grades 6-12 are invited to participate in a virtual Nailed It
Challenge. 3 recipes w ill be posted on Facebook on July
1st. Pick your favorite recipe and submit a picture of your creation
to lib@sppl.net by July 30th.

Sign up for Shelf Life, the Library’s e-newsletter!-www.sppl.net
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Sunday Afternoon Writing Group
Calling writers and illustrators: Are you interested in creating
fiction, nonfiction, poetry, or comics? Come to the Sunday
Afternoon Writing Group. Connect w ith other w riters and
artists, chat about your craft, and get feedback about your work.
All levels welcome. The next session will meet via Zoom on Sun.,
July 12th @ 3:00 p.m. To join, em ail lholden@sppl.net .
Have you been crafting your way through the
summer? Come hang out at the virtual Sunday
Crafternoon on July 19 th at 3:00 pm on Zoom.
Show off your creations, get tips from fellow
crafters, and chat about ideas. This event will
also feature a digital walk-through of
Creativebug, an online resource available for free
for SPPL cardholders. To join, register on Zoom.
Find the link on our Facebook page, or email
lholden@sppl.net for assistance.
SPPL’s newest book club, Page Turners, will meet via Zoom on July
28th at 10:30 am. The book this m onth w ill be Oona Out of
Order by Margarita Montimore. Can’t make the live meeting? Head
over to the SPPL Page Turners Facebook Page to post your thoughts
and interact with group members. For more information, email
lib@sppl.net or call 910-692-8235.

Register for Summer Reading today on the Beanstack App
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The Southern Pines Public Library began offering contactless
curbside pickup on May 18th. Patrons may now come into the
Library to pick up holds, or request that they be delivered
outside for Curbside Pickup. Patrons may place up to five items
on hold at a time. The bookdrop is open for returns seven days
a week. Since this service began, the Library’s Facebook page
has been filled with comments of “Yay!” “Woohoo!!!” and
“Thank you! I know you’re working hard to help SP citizens!”
For more information about placing holds, visit www.sppl.net.

Library catalog and information at your fingertips 24/7 - www.sppl.net
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The 24/7 Library Kiosk contains books and DVDs available for checkout with
a library card and PIN. This project was funded through a combination of a grant
from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, a pledge from the Friends of the
Library, private donations, and town funding. During the Library’s closure, the Kiosk
provided a safe way for patrons to check out books and DVDs. These items are
safely quarantined before recirculating. The Kiosk is located at Fire Station 82, 7850
NC HWY 22, Carthage, NC 28327.

Check out eBooks and eAudiobooks with your library card @ www.sppl.net
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Sign up for the Library’s Email Newsletter!

Friends of the Board Members
Fiscal Year 19/20 Board Members
Serving this year were President Dorothy Shankle, Vice President Francine Winter, Secretary Ann
O’Brien, Treasurer Crystal Gabric, Membership Chair Linda Hamel, Endowment Committee Chair
Sarah McClamroch, Gifts & Memorials Chair Linda Bryant, Special Events Chair Linda Thomas,
RIF Chair Jeannette Shaw, Little Free Library Chair Maria Lee, Member-At-Large Patricia
Campbell, Past President Beth VonCannon, and Library Directors Lynn Thompson and Amanda
Brown.
Retiring Board Members: Dorothy Shankle, Francine Winter, Patricia Campbell, Linda Thomas,
Beth VonCannon
Board members for Fiscal Year 20/21 were elected June 19, 2020 at the Friends of Southern Pines
Public Library Board Meeting.
Board members are as follows:
Officers
President
Sarah McClamroch
Vice President
Nicola Squires
Secretary
Ann O’Brien
Treasurer
Amy Ochoa
Board Members
Membership
Linda Hamel
Endowment
Crystal Gabric
Gifts & Memorials
Deborah Utley
Special Events
Linda Bryant
RIF
Jeanette Shaw
Little Free Libraries
Maria Lee
Member at Large
Frances Wilson
Past President
Dorothy Shankle

Learn about upcoming programs and events—www.sppl.net
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During its 2019-2020 membership year, the Friends sponsored these vital library programs:
Summer Reading Program 2019– “A Universe of Stories”
Last summer, 570 participants of all ages registered for the program,
reading a total of 247,123 minutes! They also attended STEAM Saturdays,
preschool storytimes, adult programs, craft days, movies, and the outreach
Reading Feeding Frenzy Program at Brookside Park Apartments. Friends
funded supplies, refreshments, and prizes. The total attendance for all of
the Summer Reading programs was 3,667 people.
STEAM Saturdays
This year a total of 95 children in grades K-5 and their parents attended
11 STEAM Saturdays. These programs were opportunities for busy
families to spend time together with science, technology, engineering, art,
and math as the focus. Themes throughout the year included Bottle
Rockets, Gingerbread Ornaments, Ice Cream Science.
Library Storytimes
There is always lots of fun and laughter with the little ones! Baby Rhymes
(for children 18 mo. and younger), Toddler Tunes, Preschool Storytime,
and Family Tunes programs continued this year. A total of 2,451 children and 2,169 parents attended the 140 in-house
Storytimes. Friends funded new toys and other manipulatives for these storytime sessions that engage children and their
caregivers. Library staff have also provided Virtual Storytimes for this age group since March 2020, reaching
approximately 1,170 children and their parents virtually.
Outreach Storytimes
Library staff visit Southern Pines childcare centers and preschools throughout the year,
bringing stories and songs to the children enrolled in these centers. This year, staff conducted
146 story sessions at 18 centers. Meet the Bus is an outreach program that brought the Library
to approximately 60 children in the Brookside community once a month during the school
year. The Friends provided the funding for interactive games, flannel board stories, snacks,
and craft supplies to share with children in these programs.
Sunday Afternoon Writing Group
Writers and illustrators find a place to connect at the Library’s program series, the Sunday
Afternoon Writing Group. Anyone interested in creating fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comics,
or more is welcome at this group. Participants chat about their craft, cover current topics and
trends, and get feedback about their work. In 2019/20, 53 people attended the monthly
sessions either in person or virtually since March.
Conversation Café and Explorations: A Forum for Adults
One Sunday a month, adults are invited to participate in an open dialogue at Conversation
Café, or join other adults in learning about special topics of community interest. Conversation Cafés explored cultural
connections, traditions, and death as topics during the year. Explorations participants made Vision Boards, learned about
Tai Chi, and explored the world of e-books and virtual services. Thanks to the Friends, these 12 programs drew 95 adults to
the Library.
Special Events
The Friends sponsored a special 24th Anniversary of the
dedication of the Library building on September 10 with Beyond
Brick and Mortar, a Roundtable Discussion with Southern Pines
Entrepreneurs. Also sponsored this year was the 5th Annual
African-American Read-In, Library Snapshot Day, the
Nineteenth Amendment Exhibit, and more. Around 686 people
attended these events. The Friends continued to sponsor and
decorate a Christmas tree in the Annual Parade of Trees in
Southern Pines.
Books and More
This year the Friends kept readers informed of new titles through distribution of Book Page. They also made the Library
collection more accessible to patrons by funding large-print books and by purchasing multiple copies of high-demand titles.
To carry home those books and protect them from the rain, Friends provide free plastic bags, as well as attractive canvas
bags for purchase.

Southern Pines, NC 28388
Post Office Box 516
Friends of Southern Pines Public Library

Let’s Renew our Friendship!
Southern Pines
Public Library
170 W. Connecticut Ave.
Southern Pines, NC 28387

Modified Hours
Monday–Friday….10am-5pm
Check our website and Facebook
page for the most up-to-date
information about changes in our
services, hours, and more.

Contact Information
www.sppl.net
lib@sppl.net
Phone: 910-692-8235

The programs described in this newsletter are made possible through the
generous support of the Friends. To
lend your aid to these efforts and to
continue to receive this newsletter,
please complete the enclosed membership reply card and mail it in with
your 2020-2021 contribution today.

Thank you for being a
Friend!

